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Welcome to a new Spring/Summer/Fall season at Lorton Valley!  We wish to extend a heartfelt welcome to our  new owners and new residents who have made Lorton Valley their community of choice during these past months. We are glad you are here and hope to meet you at any one of our scheduled community activities, our quarterly HOA meetings, or other social events we may host throughout the year. 

This issue of the Lorton Valley Community Newsletter is necessarily more comprehensive and involved than usual to ensure it reaches the large number of new owners and tenants who have moved into our community during the past year.  Since the lat newsletter in early 2016, there has been an almost 27% turn over in new owners/residents! We understand that it is long but, we ask that you take the time to read this newsletter in it’s entirety.  It is very important that you grasp the level of involvement you as a homeowner and/or tenant are expected to maintain, especially in the areas of home exterior/yard maintenance.  In this copy of our newsletter you will find numerous articles related to:  home preventative maintenance, individual yard appearance and maintenance, Spring/Summer/Fall events,  and other topics we believe are of importance to Lorton Valley homeowners and residents.

Most referenced guidelines and requirements noted in this newsletter are available on our webpage: www.lortonvalley.com.

Note: Homeowners are reminded that under HOA Policy #9-12 - “Use of Website for Formal Notices” it is mandatory that you sign up on our website to receive all formal and informal notices regarding management of this community.  Communication specific to your home (e.g., late dues, violation of community covenants, etc.,) must still be via registered mail.  Failure to do so can result in assessment of monetary penalties until sign-up is accomplished.  Homeowners are also reminded that you must provide a current mailing address if you are an absentee landlord.  Your Lorton Valley address is NOT a valid address if you a are NOT residing at the property.  Tenants are encouraged to signup as well.  This is the only way you will learn what is going on in the community and local area.  
SPRING/SUMMER/FALL 2016 EVENT SUCCESSES
Pool Use/Activities
Once again we had a very successful 2016 pool season. We had over 3000 resident visit  the pool this past summer!  An average of 30+ visits per day!  A super season! We thank you for your patronage.  We have room for more!  During our scheduled cook-outs and night swims we had overwhelming attendance with an estimated 300+ people at each event.  And our Friday nite “Swim Under the Lights”  were well attended with an average of 78 kids per event!  Awesome! 

We also celebrated the completion of the pool deck extension, an 800 square foot addition providing both seating and lounging space away from the pool.  Construction of additional storage space underneath the deck is currently being put out for bid and should be completed by pool season.  Additionally, we outfitted the pool and deck area with new pool deck furniture, adding a splash of color to the overall Lorton Valley Community Pool experience.  We are already looking forward to the 2017 pool season as we continue to plan for new events and activities.  Got an idea?  Let us know what it is and we’ll see if it can be implemented.

Fall Festival 2016

Another great Fall Festival was held on October 26, 2016 at the Community Center.  The over 125 children in attendance enjoyed numerous activities throughout the day!  Halloween Costume judging; pumpkin carving and pumpkin painting; Arts and Crafts; Moon Bounces; Face Painting and Train Rides all added up to a spectacular 4 hours of fun!  Mark your calendars and be on the look out for Fall Festival 2017.  We look forward to your joining us!

Community Related Topics

Quarterly HOA Board of Directors Meeting

The 1st Quarterly HOA meeting of 2017 was held on 8 February 2017. The meeting was conducted with 21 members from the community in attendance.  The only scheduled topic of discussion was the recent fire at the Covanta Energy/Resource Recovery Facility located to the West of Lorton Valley.  The HOA Board invited representatives from the State of Virginia, Fairfax County and Covanta to attend the meeting.  After opening remarks by the HOA Board President who voiced the concern of the Board and attendees as to the effects of the fire on the community, the invited guests took turns outlining their involvement and actions taken.   

The following representatives were in attendance:

Christine Morin, Chief of Staff for Supervisor Dan Storck

Thomas Faha, Regional Director, VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

James Patteson, Director DPWES, Fairfax County Government

Assistant Chief Reggie Johnson, Fairfax County Fire Department

Willey Bailey, Battalion Chief, Director of Public Affairs, Fairfax County Fire Department

Reggie Wadle, Captain, Fairfax Fire Department

Joey Neuhoff, VP & General Manager Mid-Atlantic Region, Covanta

Concerns voiced by residents included:  1).  immediate health issues from smoke inhalation, air quality monitoring, impact on individuals with asthma or other breathing issues, and;  2.) storm water run-off from water used to fight the fire;  3.) One question was asked as to the damage to the facility and if it would be rebuilt or closed down, either temporarily or permanently;  4).  Air quality monitoring, both past and during the event, was of primary concern,  as well as; 5.)  what was being done with the remaining trash currently within the facility and plans for county trash disposal in the short-term while the facility is closed for accident/facility assessment;  6.)  Additional concerns of future fires and enhanced emergency action/notification implementation were also raised. 

Responses:

 1).  Fire was classified as a Household Fire. Trash is sorted prior to delivery to ensure removal of most potentially toxic and/or hazardous materials.  Primarily typical household waste but at an extremely larger amount (approximately 3K tons per day). Smoke will effect those with asthma, COPD, and other respiratory problems. Other impacts on general populace deemed to be negligible, but recommend stay inside when smoke present.  (Note: Unsure of clarity/accuracy of last statement.  Awaiting results of air monitoring analysis. See 4.) below.)

2.) Water used for fire suppression inside facility collected in holding tanks and processed through waste treatment facility, water outside of facility runs through county storm drain system.

3.)  Fire suppression operations still ongoing as remaining trash is removed and small flareups are addressed. Once all trash is removed damage assessment will commence. Scheduled to begin within the next 5-7 days.  Contract to operate the facility runs to 2031. Permanent closure not anticipated. 

4.)   Air quality monitoring ongoing but results may not provide meaningful data. Analysis of data will be made available once monitoring completed.

5.)  Remaining trash being removed and transferred to other landfills under local agreements.  Ongoing trash collection operations using same agreements with statewide landfills.  No impact on weekly community trash collection efforts anticipated.

6.)  Facility of this size and capacity occasionally has small fires  that are quickly put out by facility fire suppression systems.  This fire was simply too huge and fast moving.  Once facility cleaned out and damage assessment completed will look to upgrade both fire detection and suppression systems to a more robust capability.  County to look at enhancing notification protocols to ensure proper and timely warnings (e.g., health alerts, etc.) are issued to impacted neighborhoods.

It was noted that Fairfax County has a link for updated information on the fire at the link provided below.  Included on this link is live video for viewing.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/updates-on-fire-at-waste-to-energy-facility-in-lorton/
It was recommended that all community members take a look at signing up for the Fairfax County Alerts notification system.  It is a way to be notified of immediate County issues on a multitude of areas of concern, from transportation, police, fire, emergency management, weather, and other options.  See the county website for this notification system.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/
The HOA Board will continue to receive updates from Supervisors Storks office and update the community as needed. 

The next HOA Board of Directors Meeting is scheduled for May 10, 2017 at 7 PM at the Community Center.  We hope you will take the time to attend this and other HOA meetings.  These meetings serve as a very positive force for communication between homeowners, residents and your Board of Directors.  Be involved, be informed.
Covanta Power Plant Fire Update

On March 23, 2017 Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck hosted an update to the Covanta Power Plant Fire.  This update, held at the South County HS Library,  was a follow-on update Mr. Stock and County Officials had committed to during numerous community meetings held throughout the Mt. Vernon District including the aforementioned Lorton Valley HOA meeting outlined above. 
County and Covanta Officials were very forthcoming and helpful during the meeting. They provided the following information:

The fire (classified a spontaneous combustion event) started at approximately 8:42 pm, 2 February 2017, with automatic sprinklers activating at approximately 8:57 pm.  Fire department responded at 9:09 pm and began to fight the fire which had already engulfed the entire “tipping (dumping) floor.  Fire was brought under control late afternoon on 3 February 2017, however firefighters continued to monitor the trash pile for several more days to address any “hot spots” discovered during trash removal operations.  Air quality monitors were brought in on 3 February 2017 and placed in several locations around the facility with one located directly between the plant and Lorton Valley.  Air quality, health advisory standards were explained as being similar to those used to advise when the outside heat and air quality index indicates need for caution and or remaining inside: i.e., purple (Very Unhealthy); red (Unhealthy); orange (Unhealthy for sensitive groups); yellow (Moderate); green (Good). During the first day air quality was reported to be at the red/orange level; 2nd/3rd days reported at orange/yellow level; days 4/5 at yellow/green level.  Sensitive Groups were identified as those individuals with asthma, COPD or any other health issues related to heart and lungs. Very few cases of illness due to effects of the fire were reported to authorities though some did report discomfort during the first several days.
After the presentation above discussion turned to the “way Forward” for the facility and County emergency responders.  Total damage was assessed at $30 million dollars.  Entire crane loading system and track were destroyed requiring complete replacement, as are the   facility roof, remote water cannons and video surveillance system.  Siding will be replaced in-kind.  New emergency response system to be installed will include: complete upgrades in fire suppression systems; infrared monitoring/detection; video surveillance; remotely control foam and water suppressions systems.  New emergency response protocols at both the facility and county levels will  be established to ensure response and notification protocols include participation of key county government entities such as the Health Department and public outreach procedures designed to notify affected communities in a timely fashion.  Residents are reminded that they may check for updates on this and any other emergency situations by accessing the Fairfax County “Alerts” webpage at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/
Leasing of Lots

Homeowners are reminded the under Lorton Valley Homeowners Association POLICY RESOLUTION 14-01 - Procedures Relating to the Leasing of Lots, found on our webpage and provided to you upon purchase of your home.  In accordance with the aforementioned policy resolution you:  1).  May not rent a portion of the dwelling, such as a room or a basement.  2).  Must use written agreements.  The agreement must require the Tenant to comply with the Association’s rules.  3).  The lease must include a completed Lease Registration Form, attached as Exhibit A to the aforementioned policy resolution.   4).  Every new lease and renewal of an existing lease must include and incorporate an approved Lease Addendum, attached as Exhibit B to the aforementioned policy resolution. 

5).  Within ten days of ratification, the Owner must provide a copy of the lease to the Association, care of the property manager.  6).  At the time the lease is executed by the Tenant, the Owner shall provide the Tenant with copies of the following documents: 
a.  The Declaration for the Association and any supplements and amendments thereto; 
b.  The Bylaws of the Association and any amendments thereto; and 
c.  The Rules and Regulations for the Association.
7).  Owners are responsible for ensuring that their Tenants use and occupy the dwelling and Lot in accordance with the Association’s rules.

The Association reserves the right to deny the use of the common facilities to anyone claiming to be a Tenant unless all of the documentation required herein is submitted.

Trash Dumping on Streets and in the Wood-line
Residents are once again reminded that dumping of trash on the streets, along the side of streets or in the wood-line around the perimeter of the community is “littering”, which is a violation of Virginia State Law.  It is also unnecessary, unwelcome, and indicative of poor social and community behavior!  Just take a look at the mouth of any of our storm drains as they empty into the catch basins located around the community!  It is a disgrace!  We expend a good amount of time, effort and cost to ensure these areas and the community as a whole are kept free of trash.  The least our residents could do is be aware and help keep the trash out!  But, just like the dog waste pick-up issue continually discussed in this and other HOA forums, it appears it is often too much to ask of some of our community members!  

As an aside, please ensure you either pick-up and use, or pick-up and discard the weekly “mailers’ stuck in your door jam or thrown onto your driveway.  Allowing these items to flop in the wind or otherwise find their way into our storm drain system is inexcusable.  Please take the time to throw them away in the proper manner.

If you observe littering please ask the offender to stop, or note where they live or record the license plate and make or model of the vehicle and report it to the police.  Please also provide the information to our Property Management Company, FirstService Residential Services, via phone or the Lorton Valley Community web-page. www.Lortonvalley.com, or 703-385-1133.

Please discard all garden and lawn waste (clippings, leaves, flower pots, Christmas trees, etc.) as directed by our trash pick-up policies and not in the woodline!

Management has positioned approximately 10 decorative trash receptacles (and doggie stations) in key areas of the community.  We are counting on residents to ensure that you will put them to their intended use and reduce the impact of littering. 

Parking 
We continue to see numerous parking violations in our community.  Parking in Lorton Valley is a controlled activity complete with restrictions and prohibitions on where and how you can park.  Residents are reminded that the parking of any commercial vehicles in Lorton Valley is strictly prohibited.  Commercial vehicles may not be parked in driveways, in any visitor parking lots or along clearly marked street/roadway associated with Lorton Valley.  Note: The presence of yellow curb paint and/or “parking prohibited” signs are an obvious indicator that parking is not allowed. 

Residents are further reminded that your first parking option is your garage.  HOA and County regulations stipulate that a garage may NOT be used for excessive storage and or converted to living space or pet space.  The garage must have room enough to park the number cars it was designed to hold.  A 1-car garage MUST accommodate 1 car.  A 2-car garage MUST accommodate 2 cars.  The second parking option is your driveway.

The third option is the common area parking lots provided near and around each street in the Lorton Valley North and Gunston Commons subdivisions and street-side parking in the Village of Lorton Valley subdivision.  All spaces currently are available on a first come first serve basis.  They are for overflow parking and not intended to take the place of your driveway!  They are not to be used for vehicle storage and/or long-term static parking. They are NOT your personal parking spaces!  No parking space may be monopolized by a multi-car resident.  If you have too many cars to park in your garage and driveway and have taken up an unreasonable number of visitor parking spaces you are subject to appropriate sanctions. 

Current county parking rules are pretty simple: NO parking within 15 feet of Stop sign; NO parking within 20 feet of a fire hydrant; NO parking within 10 feet of a driveway.  NO parking across a sidewalk or driveway apron.  If you are observing these types of parking violations call the police non-emergency number at 703-691-2131 for parking enforcement.

As a reminder, you also may not perform any major vehicle maintenance anywhere in Lorton Valley including your garage and/or driveway. 

Offending vehicles under our current parking policy (view the parking policy at: www.lortonvalley.com) will be tagged and towed at owners’ expense.  Further violations will result in application of a monetary assessment of $10 per day up to 90 days or a single assessment of up $50 until the issue has been corrected. 

Speeding
We are again nearing summer break.  Kids are out and about, running, biking, etc. - even more than they usually are.  It is, therefore, imperative that we make every effort to abide by the 25 MPH speed limit established for our community.  There is absolutely no reason to exceed this limit.  You are also reminded that you MUST stop for any school bus with flashing red lights.

Residents are reminded that the speed limit along Windermere Hill Dr. is 25 MPH, not 35 MPH or above.  All other streets the speed limit is 15 MPH.  Please adjust your driving speed accordingly.

We continue our outreach and cooperation with the Fairfax County Police Department to establish a heightened presence during the summer and periodically provide them vehicle and license information on chronic offenders.  The Board has the authority to sanction aggressive drivers through special assessments (fines) and denial of community privileges.  General safety sense informs us all that speeding unnecessarily endangers residents, especially children, as well as the driver.

S l o w d o w n!
Unattended Children

Residents are reminded that small children (generally children under 12 years of age) should not be left alone, left outside unsupervised by an adult, allowed to play on community playgrounds or allowed to roam the community on bikes without an adult present.  News stories abound almost on a daily basis where a young person has either been abducted or threatened with abduction.  It is extremely important that parents note this caution and begin the process of properly monitoring and controlling the whereabouts of your children.

HOA Fee Obligations
As most of you are aware the Lorton Valley HOA is a managed community whose operation costs are funded through monthly assessments attached to each home in Lorton Valley.  Upon purchasing your home and signing your mortgage paperwork you have agreed to abide by the HOA covenants and pay your monthly assessment.  If, at any time you fail to render your monthly assessment as required, the monthly operating budget can quickly slide into an operating deficit that can carry over into the following months requiring us to reduce spending, cancel contracts and make other adjustments to balance the budget.  

Failure to pay assessments in a timely manner also has serious consequences for the homeowner.  Per HOA covenants delinquent homeowners may be assessed a $25 late fee to all delinquent accounts after the tenth of each month plus mailing costs.  Late fees can quickly add up.  Continued payment delinquencies will eventually find the HOA and homeowner in Fairfax County General District Court where the HOA will sue for collection, damages and possible foreclosure.  To avoid this issue please pay your assessments on time due the 1st each month.  If you are having difficulties please come and  talk to us. We will work with you on this issue.
Spring/Summer/Fall  2017 Calendar of Events

Easter Egg Hunt

Once again we had a very successful Easter Egg hunt for 2017! Over 50 kids came out and participated in the Hunt. They found their eggs and candy; the Easter Bunny was on site to encourage the kids and to take pictures with anyone who wanted to take advantage of its visit. We thank all who came out!  We offer a very BIG THANK YOU to Syndi Leninger and her family who have graciously coordinated and conducted the Easter Egg Hunt and Fall Festival for these past few years!  The community is blessed to have someone of Syndi’s caliber willing to dedicate so much of her time time to host these events supported by numerous volunteers from the community.  
2017 Pool Season

Keep in mind that the pool opens on Memorial Day weekend and closes on Labor Day weekend.  Issuance date and times for the 2017-2019 pool passes will be announced shortly.  Scheduled dates and times are firm.  Pool passes will NOT be issued at any other times.  New tenants desiring a pool pass MUST ensure they have  a current copy of their official signed lease and completed/signed copy of Exhibits A and B contained in Lorton Valley Homeowners Association POLICY RESOLUTION #14-01 - Procedures Relating to the Leasing of Lots, found on our webpage.  Failure to provide copy of current lease and copies of aforementioned Exhibits A and B will result in denial of pass until resolved.

Community Cookout dates at the pool are as follows: Memorial Day; 4th of July; and Labor Day.  Friday nite “Swim Under the Lights” take place every other Friday.  Look to our community website at  www.lortonvalley.com for updates and information on these and other yearly community events.  We hope to see you there!
As an aside, Premier Aquatics, our pool management company is in the need of lifeguards for our pool and other pools in and around the South County area. Training and certification is provided and must be earned prior to pool opening on Memorial Day weekend. Contact our Property Manager, Mr. Randy Kline,  for additional information.

2017 Fall Festival

 

Mark your calendars and be on the look out for Fall Festival 2017.  Halloween Costume judging; pumpkin carving and pumpkin painting; Arts and Crafts; Moon Bounces; Face Painting and Train Rides all add up to a spectacular 4 hours of fun!  Got any ideas?  Let us know.  We look forward to you joining us!
Spring/Summer Home Maintenance Issues and Tips
Clogged Rain Gutters & Downspouts
Residents are again advised to clean their rain gutters and downspouts at least twice a year, but especially before or after the major rainy season.  Management has received numerous complaints of overflowing rain gutters.  We have also observed this problem during property inspections and right out our back-doors on neighboring homes.  This is a persistent problem that not only impacts the affected home but has, in community terms, a significant effect on the structure of the home, presents a long-term degradation of community appearance and represents a spirit of unnecessary neglect.  Right now is one of the best times to perform this service.  Cleaning the gutters and downspouts prohibits debris from collecting and subsequently clogging causing rain to spill over the gutters. This spillover will eventually damage the roof, framing and trim potentially requiring expensive repairs.

There are numerous companies advertising online specializing in this service.  They also offer deals whereby they will install gutter screens at a reasonable price while performing the gutter cleaning for free.  A call (and a small fee) can help you avoid a potentially much higher cost later.
Deck and Deck Rails
Most of our homes are at least 12 years old now.  That means many aspects of our homes need to be closely inspected to ensure they are still serviceable.  Decks and railings are a prime area of the home that gets severely impacted by weather.  Decks should be pressure cleaned and resealed at least every other year.  Deck posts, railings, trim boards, etc., need to be examined for peeling paint, rotting wood, and structure integrity.  Replace as necessary with wood or PVC/composite materials.  Door and window trim needs to be inspected and repaired as necessary to ensure drafts and water seepage is eliminated.  Take the time to do these preventative measures.  You will enjoy your home that much more.

Caulking/Trim Painting
Caulking around windows and doors needs to be thoroughly inspected to ensure a weather tight seal is still evident.  Any cracking, shrinking or separating is evidence that your caulking has failed and needs replacing.  Ensure all old caulking is removed and new caulking applied by a qualified carpenter.  Paint all window and door trim as needed.

Spring/Summer Gardening/Lawn Care

Including Backyards

First Community rule for grass is: no matter how small OF a yard you have, you must grow grass!  Not weeds, clover, etc.  grass!  If your grass is overcome by weeds or other invasive plants it must be replaced.  Seek the assistance of a qualified lawn care professional when major problems arise.
Spring

• Sweep up winter lawn debris to prevent mold.

• Roll lawn to level out uneven areas caused by freezing and thawing soil.

• Aerate to open up compacted soil for warmer temperatures.

• Overseed bare areas.

• Apply pre-emergent herbicide in early spring.

• Start mowing only after grass has started to actively grow again. (Mower height depends on your species of grass and your climate, but a general rule is to mow slightly lower in the spring and fall; higher in the summer.)

· Apply a light dressing of low-nitrogen fertilizer in late spring.
· Remove all weeds and dead plants. Keep garden areas free of weeds and dead plants throughout the growing season. 
· Properly trim lower branches and suckers off trees, prune trees to give a clean, symmetrical look.
Summer

• Apply grub control product in early summer.

• Mow grass regularly. Protect yourself from sun and heat.

• Trim grass edges with lawn edgers.

• Fertilize and feed if necessary, but do not use these products during dry spells.

• Water grass as needed. Water deeply and only when really needed.  Do not allow to dry out and die. It will prove costly to replace.
Yard Waste

Provided below are requirements for collection of Yard Waste: 

· Yard waste collection is provided on Wednesday’s from March 1st to December 24th yearly.  This waste will be placed curbside near the home’s driveway, Tuesday evening before or the morning prior to 7:00 am on Wednesday. 
· Yard waste is classified as grass clippings, vegetative plant waste, woody plant waste such as branches and twigs.  Grass clippings will be placed in waste disposal bags and secured from spillage.  
· Brush will be cut in lengths no greater than four (4) feet, with limbs no greater than six (6) inches in diameter and tied into bundles.  These bundles must be no greater than two (2) feet in diameter. 
· Larger brush collections or tree limb removal of greater than 6 inches in diameter must be coordinated with Republic Trash and Recycling at additional homeowner expense. 
Note:  No part of a backyard may be transitioned to loose stone, gravel, etc.  Stone, brick, patios are permitted. They   MUST be approved by the HOA.  Open storage under deck and within backyard is not allowed.

Gardens

Every home in Lorton Valley was built with at least one flower garden in the front of the home.  These gardens MUST remain as gardens, just as grass areas must remain grass, unless the homeowner has received HOA approval to eliminate/change the established design.  Don’t like gardening?  That’s okay.  You do not have to plant flowers, summer plants, etc.  You can leave the garden plot bare! Really! But, you must still maintain the area as a garden with fresh mulch, (Note: Stone gardens are not authorized unless approved by the HOA).  Weeds and/or dead flowers/plants must be removed as they appear.  Spraying with weed killer and then leaving the dead plants in the garden bed is a no go.  Remove them all.  

Established border materials must be of type approved in the HOA Guidelines and maintained in good condition.  Dislodged, broken, or otherwise misplaced border materials must be reinstalled correctly, replaced as needed.  Only one type of border material is to be used per household.  Multiple types (e.g., brick and metal screening), colors and styles are not acceptable. 
Tree Care/Pruning

Community and private trees need constant care to ensure healthy growth.  Last year a community wide assessment of trees was undertaken to identify trees which required attention.  All common area trees required branch and limb pruning to ensure the canopy was properly sized and branches, limbs were growing in the desired direction; that is: primarily upward with some outward spread.  Ideal for a community whose homes are either a town home or single family home built close together.  

Virtually every home in the community has at least one tree or large flowering bush in their front garden.  The following suggestions; (community requirements will be identified as such) are provided to home owners in an effort to assist you in addressing “tree” problems before they get out of control and prove costly to resolve:  1). Most of our individual “home” trees are “ornamental” trees planted for decorative purpose and are NOT shade trees;  2). They should not be allowed to grow oversized.  3).  They should only be allowed to grow upwards to no more  40’ in height;  4). (Community requirement) - Lowest branches may only be at 60’’ or more above the ground unless overhanging a sidewalk or driveway at which time they must be a minimum of 80” off he ground;  Branches, limbs below that height must be totally removed unless the planting is a multiple trunk planting such as “Crepe Myrtle”  etc.;  5).  Upper branches, limbs should be trimmed if they rub against the home and/or cross over to your neighbors property;   6).  The larger the tree grows the larger their roots get. These roots will eventually bulge above ground and intrude under sidewalks and driveways pushing them up.  This must be recognized early to avoid the obvious - Costly removal of tree and replacement of dislodged sidewalk and/or driveways.  7).  Have a diseased or dead tree?  It must be removed and replaced.   Reminder:  All exterior modifications, either structural or landscaping,  must be submitted to the HOA Architectural Review Covenants Committee (ARCC). 

We offer this advice to enable you to carefully address your particular circumstance and plan for future actions.
Note: Trees/bushes may not be “topped”.  Topping is damaging to trees and does not present the proper appearance established for the community.  Proper pruning and trimming will keep the tree healthy,  alive and looking good.   Topped trees MUST be replaced.  See our website for Guidance For Pruning trees at the “Helpful Information for HOA Living” link.
Common Area Maintenance Update

We continue to see issues in common areas.  In most areas, grass is green and improving in condition and thickness, while in some areas lack of means to ensure consistent watering has resulted in weed infestation and extensive brown spotting.  Residents could be a help in this circumstance by investing a few minutes to water, fertilize, weed and cut the small islands of grass between the sidewalk and curb in from and to the side of every home.  Many of our residents already do this as part of their general lawn care routine.  We continue to work with our landscaping provider (Pro-Grounds, Inc.) to determine other means to rejuvenate these areas of concern.  We continue to monitor closely the status of many of our trees and are again,  working with our property maintenance company  to ensure replacement and/or removal  takes place sometime near the beginning of mid to late fall this year.  Ground work and plantings around the front entrance will take place in the near future as widening of Lorton Road has reached completion.  There are several areas in the community where erosion is eating away at yards of residents.  We have looked at all of these areas with our landscaping contractor who has provided their expertise to mitigate the issues. We will be actively addressing these areas over the course of the summer.  If you know of a common area that needs our attention please let us know.

The tot lots (playground areas) have undergone major repair and some equipment replacement this previous summer/fall.  They have been cleaned up and significantly improved for water drainage.  We also have motion activated lighting and cameras that come on when people enter the area after hours. This is a safety precaution.  We do not want anyone hanging around the lots after dark and creating a nuisance.  In addition, a new tot lot is being built in the Gunston Commons subdivision.  It will be completed by mid-July if not sooner.
Yard Sales

Yard sales are a great way of ridding yourself of unneeded items while earning some cash.  Community management heartily supports this activity.  Indeed, in past years we have organized community-wide events complete with advertising, signs, and banners, etc.  Recently though, we have seen a sharp decline in level of participation in the community-wide sponsored events.  Therefore, management has determined that we will set-aside two-months; one in the spring (May) and one in the fall (September), in which community members may conduct their own or a group yard sale with their neighbors on any of the Saturdays in the aforementioned months.  All advertising, etc., will be at participants cost and effort.  Note: Military personnel under PCS orders may petition Community management for alternate months if deemed more advantageous to their movement timeline.  Several conditions will apply:  Participants MUST notify management of time-frame (e.g., 8 am to 12 pm) and locations of the yard sale; signs must be removed at end of sale;  no street may be blocked off for the yard sale.

Pet Cleanup Issues
The Lorton Valley Community has many residents with pets in their families.  Please curb your pets and keep them on a leash at all times.  Dog waste stations are provided throughout the community. 

Types of violations to report: 

Not picking up and disposing of pet waste

Dog off leash

Dog in Tot Lots

 Please report violators with the following information:

     Time of sighting

     Location

     Description of dog & dog walker

     Address of offender (this is key for notification)

     Photo if possible

Without valid feedback from the community, we cannot issue a notice to the responsible resident.  Reporting names will be held confidentially.  

Send this information to the Customer Service Center 703.385.1133 or voice mail to same number ext. 516 or email randy.kline@fsresidential.com. or stop by the Onsite Managers Office at the Lorton Valley Community Clubhouse, 9380 Windermere Hill Dr.  

For further information on this issue, visit the Lorton Valley Community website at www.lortonvalley.com.  You are also reminded that pets are not allowed in the playground areas.

Note:  This whole dog cleanup issue is getting tiresome!  Much to our chagrin, we continue to grapple with the realization that we have, it appears, a handful of very ignorant pet owners masquerading as residents out there!  Despite our best efforts this problem has not abated!  As stated above, if you see it report it!  We are occasionally successful in identifying a pet owner who violates the rule and have taken corrective action.  We will continue to monitor as best we can.  But, we honestly need the help of the community as a whole.  We don’t know how else to say it.   A warning to those who are NOT cleaning  up after your pets (including your children whom you send out to walk your dog and have taught them the save disgusting habit). We intend to keep plugging along in our efforts with this issue. 

Meanwhile, the Board is currently studying the feasibility of requiring registration of all dogs and cats residing here in the community.  Registering your pet would consist of all costs associated with registration requirements, to include DNA sample submittal, being borne by the pet owner.  Subsequent discovery of pet feces in and around the community, matched against the DNA data-base,  would result in ligation to remove the pet from the community.

Basketball Court

Residents are reminded that the basketball court adjacent to the pool is for resident use only.  Guests are permitted as long as a resident sponsor is with them.  Patrons of the court are reminded of the Rules of Use posted on the gate.  Opening time is: 10 am. Closing time is: 8 pm.  You should be off the court at 8 pm. No exceptions.  Share the court.  Simply put, profanity is not welcome.  There are homes with small children nearby.  Repair and resurfacing of the court will take place this spring or early summer.  Look for the advisories noting closure times as we get nearer to the work.  Clean up all trash before you leave.  Failure to abide by these simple rules will result in closure of the court.  The Board of Directors have previously shut down the court for  a period of two years due to poor behavior.  We will not hesitate to shut the court down again,  if circumstances warrant.  The court is monitored by a security camera.

Fitness Center Use

We have a very well equipped fitness center located in the Community Center.  All adult resident are eligible to use the fitness center.  It is opened  24 hrs. per day.  Access is gained via an issued keycard that comes with your home.  If you do not have a key card please contact our property manager.  Lost key cards are $25 each to replace.  Only those with valid key cards should use the fitness center.  Do NOT grant access to strangers who have no key!  Youth under the age of 14 are NOT allowed in the fitness center at any time for any reason.  Youth 14-17 years of age may use the fitness center but only when accompanied by an adult 18 yrs or older.  Dropping off youth 17 and under is not allowed.  Any abuse or disregarding of these simple rules will automatically result in loss of fitness center privileges.  Access is recorded via both the assigned key card and video surveillance.  Management continually reviews video recording of comings and goings of Community Center patrons generally and Fitness Center patrons specifically.  Enjoy the amenities available responsibly.

NEW ISSUES/ACTIVITIES

Introducing Our New Online Payment Provider!

ClickPay is our new and preferred way of accepting owner payments. We invite you to make individual or automatic payments online through ClickPay from your smartphone, tablet or other media device. Payments can be made by e-check (ACH) now for FREE or by all major credit cards for a fee. Get started by creating your account at www.ClickPay.com/FirstService.

Please note that if you are already set up for automatic payments through our Direct-Debit program, your payments are already running through ClickPay. If you wish to edit your existing setup, please contact ClickPay below and reference your unique owner account number provided to you in a separate mailing.

For help getting started, visit www.ClickPay.com/GetHelp or call 1.888.354.0135.
Bond Release - Village of Lorton Valley and Gunston Commons Sub-divisions

We are finally reaching the end of bond release! Really! We have met with county and developer personnel to go over bond work status in the Village of Lorton Valley and Gunston Commons subdivisions.  We await final closeout.

Community Inspections

Property inspections will commence in late May and be completed end of June. Inspections consist of community walk-arounds conducted by outside inspectors. Primaryy focus of these inspections is to highlight mainly structural deficiencies in home mantenance that requires corrective action.  All recorded violations will be given 30-60 days for corrective action.  Continued noncompliance will ultimately result in monetary assessments against the property owner.

Volunteering at Community Events
As noted above we have numerous community events and avitivities that could really use the help of folks from the community.  Preparing for, setting up, hosting and breaking down these events requires several hours of effort.  And currently, most events are conducted through the efforts of less then 5 people!  They don’t get paid for their support, they just step up and help us host the number of events we are able to stage.  We’d like to do more....think about it and let us know if you have the interest and time to help us keep the the community vibrant and alive!  New ideas for additional events are always welcome.  Let us know.

Lorton Road Widening Project

This project is coming to an end!  The last landscaping and road safety issues are going in.  The speed limit has already gone through its test phase and the limit has been raised from 35 mph to 45 mph hopefully reducing the likelihood of receiving a speeding ticket at either end of the project!  Whew!  The crossover lanes from Windermere to West bound Lorton Road have been a slight learning experience for many as the absence of stop signs has confused some.  Please note, no stop signs nor a traffic light will be installed at the intersection of Lorton Road and Windermere Hill Drive. Use proper caution, be aware of other drivers, who may not be as diligent as you, and cross this intersection safely.  Let us know of any concerns.  Well try and get an answer from VDOT.

A BIG THANK YOU!

This newsletter is referencing many issues we are having in the community! However, we want to make it very clear that one thing we do not lack is homeowners and tenants who truly do care about the community and their individual homes.  Take a drive or a walk around the community and for the most part you see well maintained and very diverse landscaping, deck designs and yards, no matter how small they may be.  The Board appreciates the example you set and urges those of you who have difficulty maintaining your home’s exterior and plot at an acceptable level look around you and where possible work to emulate the great things many of your neighbors are doing.
As always, we stand ready to address your concerns and questions.  But, due to legal considerations or other restrictions imposed on the authorities given to an HOA, we may not always have the answer you want to hear. However, we will continue to focus on the issues we believe most affecting the overall well-being of the community.

Board of Directors

Lorton Valley HOA

www.lortonvalley.com
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